Since early in 2007, the Deercroft Firewise Committee has been working to obtain money from the NC Division of Forest Resources to assist Deercroft to become a Firewise Community. Our efforts have been rewarded as we have recently been awarded a grant to fund various activities needed to make Deercroft less vulnerable to forest fires and increase community awareness of fire safety. One of these activities is to provide an overview of the program for all property owners, which is the objective of this letter.
Working in conjunction with local fire and emergency facility representatives, a comprehensive program has been developed which includes:
1. Creating a southeast emergency exit from the community
2. Creating a west emergency exit from the community
3. Develop and distribute an emergency evacuation plan
4. Hold fire safety and fire prevention meetings and distribute fire wise material and
information to all homeowners and property owners
5. Increase the fire clearance around the boat and camper storage area
6. Develop a house number identification recommendation
7. Develop standards and recommendations for vacant property
It is the intent of this program that the cost of these activities will be born by the grant and volunteer work from the community.
A common activity for reducing the danger of forest fires in this NC is to control burn the forest floor of undeveloped property to reduce the fuel load. This is currently ongoing on property surrounding Deercroft, and will certainly reduce the danger of fire from outside of our community, so our entire effort is aimed at reducing the fire danger within Deercroft. While we can't totally prevent fires, with your help we can reduce both the chances of and the severity of a fire. Of particular concern are the undeveloped lots in Deercroft, most of which have a high ground fuel load which will not only destroy the trees on the lot, but also increase the fire danger to adjacent developed property and homes. To that end, the committee is working to determine how and at what cost this danger can be reduced, and we will present our recommendations to the HOA Board of Directors in the near future.
Last year we held a Firewise celebration on the Fourth of July, and we are planning another for the 4th this year, and this time we will REALLY celebrate becoming a recognized Firewise Community. Come and be a part of our excitement.
